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PLANNING & PROGRAMMING: A GUIDED INQUIRY LIBRARY CPT UNIT 
Year 2: THREATENED AUSTRALIAN WILDLIFE
Integrating Guided Inquiry and Web 2.0 into the Australian Curriculum

Utilising the 7 Stages of the Information Search Process and the 8 associated Teaching & Learning Phases 
Year level: 2     Classes (7):  2E, 2H, 2N, 2R, 2SW, 2T and 2V 

Teachers: Mrs Thripp, Mrs Herbert, Miss Nasso, Miss Walker, Mrs Cleven / Mrs Warner,  Mrs Taylor, Mrs Van de Maele (class teachers) & Mrs Scheffers (Teacher Librarian) 
Duration of Unit: Weeks 1-10 Term 2 2015       Lesson time: 45- 60 mins / week / class  
Learning areas:  English, HSIE and Technology (iPad and computer skills)
Inquiry focus: Threatened Australian Wildlife
Student Outcomes: (based on English K-10 Syllabus Volume 1 2012)
EN1-2A: plans, composes and reviews a small range of simple texts for a variety of purposes on familiar topics for known readers and viewers

Develop and apply contextual knowledge:
· understand how planning, composing and reviewing contribute to effective imaginative, informative and persuasive texts
Understand and apply knowledge of language forms and features:

· understand the process of planning, drafting and publishing imaginative, informative and persuasive texts
Respond to and compose texts: 

· use effective strategies to plan ideas for writing e.g. making notes, drawing, using diagrams, planning a sequence of events or information 

· experiment with publishing using different modes and media to enhance planned presentations 

EN1-7B: identifies how language use in their own writing differs according to their purpose, audience and subject matter

Develop and apply contextual knowledge:

· discuss some of the different purposes for written and visual texts

Understand and apply knowledge of language forms and features:

·  describe some differences between imaginative informative and persuasive texts 
Respond to and compose texts:

· compose and review written and visual texts for different purposes and audiences

Learning area skills

Working in pairs / groups of three, students will:

· build their background knowledge of  a variety of threatened Australian wildlife  
· locate relevant information from a variety of print, audiovisual and online sources (including nonfiction books, DVDs, websites and YouTube clips) 
· formulate their own inquiry questions (Focus question and 4- 6 supporting Contributing Questions) 
· notetake relevant information using bullet points and keywords
· collate, analyse, synthesise research findings in order to construct a response to their own Focus Question
· design a research iBook (using iPad and Book Creator and Popplet apps)
· design a final presentation using a “new” iPad app (eg. Morfo or Tellagami) 
· thoughtfully review classmates’ presentations 

· throughout the unit,  self-reflect and share about their own learning and research journeys, using iBook journals and possibly online surveys (using Survey Monkey, which may be completed in the classes’ Computer Lab sessions)

Cross curriculum priorities: (Reference Australian Curriculum   http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/)
Sustainability 
Australian National Curriculum General Capabilities addressed by this unit:  
· Literacy
· Numeracy
· Information and communication technology (ICT) capability
· Critical and creative thinking
· Personal and social capability
Focus iPad and Computer Competencies:
In pairs / groups of three, students will: 
· access prescribed websites in order to locate relevant information 

· independently search the Internet for relevant and user friendly websites, using Internet Explorer  (accessed on library computers) or Safari (using the library’s set of iPads) 
· use Book Creator and Popplet apps to document their research (including building of background knowledge,  note taking and question formulation)
· save relevant images from the Internet into the iPad Camera Roll and then import these images into their iBooks

· export their iBooks by emailing them as PDF files to the teacher librarian and class teachers

· copy and paste website references (URLs)
· use a “new” iPad app to present their final findings (eg. Morfo or Tellagami) 
· compose jointly constructed self-reflective journal entries about their research journeys, using  journal pages in their iBooks  (Book Creator) 
· time permitting: pairs’ / groups’ online surveys (using Survey Monkey), which may be completed in the classes’ Computer Lab sessions

Assessment: 
· teacher observation of student groups and individual students during class Library activities
· teacher librarian to  “track”  and record groups’ progress on  class spreadsheets
· pairs’ / groups’  research iBooks which are produced on the Library’s set of iPads (Book Creator and Popplet apps). These iBooks show the building of background knowledge, notetaking and the formulation and researching of students’ Focus and Contributing questions.
· pairs’ / groups’ jointly constructed research journal entries which will be included at the back of the groups’ research iBooks 
· time permitting: pairs’ / groups’ online surveys (using Survey Monkey), which may be completed in the classes’ Computer Lab sessions
· pairs’ / groups’  final iPad presentations
· peers’ reviews of classmates’  final  iPad presentations 
· teachers’ oral  and / or video interviews with pairs / groups of students at various times throughout the unit (optional- time permitting
	Phase of Guided Inquiry
	Week & 

Description
	Scaffolds / Strategies
	Use of digital tools
	Who is responsible

	Initiation
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	Week 1
Get the students excited about the inquiry topic- 
Endangered Australian Wildlife

	Getting started

· class discussion of the terms Threatened, (Critically Endangered, Endangered, Vulnerable) and extinct  Australian wildlife
· view Youtube clip  Skwirkonline 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Osr_xJWEVOM
· set up the pages in students’ research iBooks (including front cover, Contents, definitions of 3 categories of threatened wildlife, Learning Journal)

	· Book Creator (iPad app)
	Both Class Teacher & Teacher Librarian

· explain inquiry unit overview to class
Class teachers:

· organise students into pairs / groups of 3 (based on similar academic abilities) 
· allocate a particular Library  iPad to each pair/ group of students and records on a list
· In class time, view and discuss several YouTube clips about threatened Australian animals wildlife
Teacher Librarian:

· collect all of the Library’s nonfiction books about threatened Australian wildlife in a crate ready for classes to access during library lessons.
· design a student tracking spreadsheet / table for each of the 7 classes, showing the group members, iPad no, and comments re research progress
· provide regular audio / written feedback to students in their research iBooks
· demonstrate how to email updated research iBooks to teacher librarian (at regular intervals), as a backup precaution. 

	Selection
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Selection

Continued
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	Weeks 2 - 3
Students get the BIG picture about the theme to be studied, and select a topic
Minimal notetaking at this stage.
Week 4
Students decide on final focus area / subtopic
	Book Exploration: 
Students browse Library’s Threatened Australian wildlife books 
· Students record 3-4 interesting facts about 2-3 threatened animals (using keywords). A new page is created for each animal & reference & image included. 
Website Exploration 

· Students complete further research of an additional 2-3 threatened animals using prescribed websites
· Pairs of students discuss & 

decide on final threatened Australian animal to be studied. Students include a brief statement as to the reason(s) why this animal was chosen. 
· Pairs of students complete Skinny Survey 1. 

	· Book Creator (iPad app)
· Book Creator (iPad app)
· Book Creator (iPad app
· Survey Monkey Skinny Survey 1:

- What are your names?  

- What do you know and understand about threatened Australian wildlife?
- What problems are you having with your research? 
	Teacher Librarian:

· model note taking using bullet points and keywords
· model referencing of  books (title and author) 

Teacher Librarian:

· demonstrate how to access list of prescribed websites which have been saved on Student Collaboration folder

Teacher Librarian:

· design Skinny Survey 1 for each of the 7 classes (using Survey Monkey).
· save hyperlink into Word Document on Student Collaboration folder for students to access
· collate & share findings with Year 2 teachers 

Class Teachers: 

(during classes’ Computer Lab sessions) 

· demonstrate to students how to access and complete online survey



	Exploration
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	Week 4
continued

Students build further background knowledge of  chosen subtopic 


	Building further background knowledge of chosen threatened animal 

· Students complete deeper note taking about chosen animal, using nonfiction books and / or websites.

	· Book Creator (iPad app)

	

	Formulation
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	Week 5 
Students choose a research question and focus for their research

	Question Formulation 

· Class discussion of open ended and closed question starters, higher order & lower order questions
· In pairs, students formulate own Inquiry Focus Question and 4-6 supportive Contributing Questions about chosen threatened Australian animal (using Popplet)
· Students then conference their  draft  questions with a teacher to ensure the questions  are relevant, not to narrow / open, higher order etc. 
· save Question Popplet to Camera Roll and import into iBook
	· Popplet (iPad app)
· Book Creator (iPad app)

	Teacher Librarian:

· display of question starter posters
Both Class Teacher & Teacher Librarian

· model question formulation using Popplet app
·  conference with students about their draft questions


	Collection
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Collection
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	Weeks 6 - 7
Students collect detailed information from a variety of sources, which helps answer Contributing Questions
	Researching own questions 

· Students access relevant nonfiction books and websites to research each 
of their Contributing Questions.

· Relevant keywords are recorded and reference sources noted, under each Contributing question (each on its own page)
· Week 7: Pairs of students complete Skinny Survey 2
	· Book Creator (iPad app)
· Survey Monkey Skinny Survey 2:

- What are your names?  

- What animal did you chose to study?

- What more do you know and understand about your chosen animal?
- What problems are you having with your research?
	Teacher Librarian:

· design Skinny Survey 2 for each of the 7 classes (using Survey Monkey).
· save hyperlink into Word Document on Student Collaboration folder for students to access

· collate & share findings with Year 2 teachers 

Class Teachers: 

(during classes’ Computer Lab sessions) 

· demonstrate to students how to access and complete online survey



	Presentation
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	Weeks 8
Students  put all of their ideas together to create their product

	Formulating Response to Focus Question
· Students collate, analyse, synthesise researched information and formulate a response to their Focus Question.
· Students select iPad app (eg. Morfo or Tellagami) 
which will be used to present their final Focus Question response.
· Students draft their written response to Focus Question (using paper proforma) 
· Students then conference their written draft with a teacher. 
	
	Both Class Teacher & Teacher Librarian

· model drafting a written response to a Focus Question 
· conference with students about their draft Focus Question response 



	Presentation

Continued
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	Week 9 
Week 10
Students present their ideas to others, and communicate what they have learned to others

	Designing Final Presentation 

· Students design final presentation, using a “new” ipad app (eg. Morfo or Tellagami) 
· Students finish 
“polishing”/ final editing of  iBook ready for peer reviewing / presentation 
· Pairs of students review 3 other groups’ iBook presentations. 
· Students complete written evaluation scaffold whilst rotating around classmates’ presentations (eg. What did you learn about this animal? What impressed you about this presentation? How could this presentation have been improved? What score / 10?)
· Students orally share their favourite or highest scoring reviews in an “Inquiry Circle”.
	
	Teacher Librarian and / or Class Teachers:

· model new iPad app presentation tool (eg. Morfo or Tellagami) 
Teacher Librarian:

· design and photocopy class sets of peer review scaffold sheet

	Assessment
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	Week 10
Continued
Students  self-reflect on their learning


	· Pairs of students complete Skinny Survey 3
	· Survey Monkey Skinny Survey 3:

- What are your names?
- What animal did you chose to study?

- What do you know and understand about your animal?
- Thinking back on your research, what did you find the most difficult to do? Please tick as many things as you like.

 (tick a box)

-Thinking back on your research, what did you find the easiest to do? (tick a box)

- What skills did you learn in doing this research project? 

- What did you enjoy about this research unit?  
	Teacher Librarian:
· design Skinny Survey 3 for each of the 7 classes (using Survey Monkey).

· save hyperlink into Word Document on Student Collaboration folder for students to access

· collate & share findings with Year 2 teachers 

Class Teachers: 

(during classes’ Computer Lab sessions) 

· demonstrate to students how to access and complete online survey




Wide range of subject matter including (but not limited to): 


3 categories of Threatened Wildlife (Critically Endangered, Endangered and Vulnerable)  


mammals


reptiles


amphibians


diet


habitat


appearance 


lifecycle


special features


threats to native wildlife


conservation groups 




















Developed by Ross Todd and Lyn Hay for SybaSigns Seminar - The National Curriculum: Developing a Guided Inquiry & Web 2.0 Approach – 21 June 2013
Based on Kuhlthau, C.C., Maniotes, L.K., & Caspari, A.K. (2012). Guided inquiry design: A framework for inquiry in your school. Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited.

